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The events in Tiananmen Square ended tragically for pro-democracy protesters.

Movement
Jr Democracy

[ n the spring of 1989, China began to experience a remark-
able series of events. Crowds of students, joined by work-
ers and journalists, filled Tiananmen Square in Beijing day
after day to demonstrate in favor of a democratic govern-
ment for China. Some students waged a hunger strike, and
others carried posters calling for democracy.

To China’s elderly rulers, calls for democracy were a threat
to the dominant role that'the Communist Party had played in
China since 1949. Some leaders interested in reform advised
restraint in handling the protesters. Most of the Communist
leaders, however, wanted to repress the movement. When
students erected a 30-foot (9-m)-high statue called “The God-
dess of Democracy” that looked similar to the American
Statue of Liberty, party leaders became especially incensed.

On June 3, 1989, the Chinese army moved into the square.
Soldiers carrying automatic rifles fired into the unarmed
crowds. Tanks and troops moved in and surrounded the
remaining students. At 5:30 in the morning on June 4, the
mayor of Beijing announced that Tiananmen Square had been

'handed back to the people.” Even then, the killing of
warmed citizens continued. In all, more than 2,000 civilians

d in the streets of Beijing. The movement for democracy in

1a had ended.

A Story That Matters

1

[ Why It Matters

The movement for democracy in
China in the 1980s was only one of
many tumultuous events in Asia
after World War II. In China, a civil
war gave way to a new China under
Communist control. Japan recov-
ered from the devastation of World
War Il and went on to build an eco-
nomic powerhouse. In South Asia
and Southeast Asia, nations that had
been dominated by Western colo-
nial powers struggled to gain their
freedom. Throughout Asia, nations
worked to develop modern industri-
alized states.

History and You Find online or
in the library a commentary on the
Tiananmen Square incident written
from the perspective of the Chinese
government. Analyze the work to
determine whether or not it displays
bias. Support your opinion.
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birds were killed, fishing grounds were polluted, and
the local environment was devastated.

These ecological disasters made people more aware
of the need to deal with environmental problems. In
1987, representatives of 43 nations meeting in Mon-
treal agreed to protect Earth’s ozone layer by reducing
the use of chlorofluorocarbons. In 1992, an Earth Sum-
mit in Rio de Janeiro examined the challenges to the
environment and proposed new solutions.

Individual nations have reacted to environmental
problems by enacting recycling programs, curbing
the dumping of toxic materials, and instituting water
conservation measures.

QTN TSNS summarizing What global concerns

have arisen since the 1960s?

The Technological Revolution

=TURNINGIPOINT | 1 this section, you will learn how
two American astronauts landed on the moon in 1969.
This landing opened the new frontier of space to world
exploration.

Since World War 1, a stunning array of changes
has created a technological revolution.

Transportation, Communications, and Space
Modern transportation and communication systems
are transforming the world community. Since the
1970s, jumbo jet airlines have moved millions of peo-
ple around the world each year. The Internet—the
world’s largest computer network—provides quick
access to enormous quantities of information. The
development of the World Wide Web in the 1990s
made the Internet even more accessible to people
everywhere. Satellites, cable television, facsimile
(fax) machines, and cellular telephones allow people
to communicate with each other practically every-
where on Earth.

The exploration of space is another world-chang-
ing development. In 1969, the American astronauts
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin landed on the
moon. Space probes and shuttle flights have
increased scientific knowledge, but not without
human costs. In 1986, space shuttle Challenger
exploded a minute or so after liftoff, killing all
onboard. In 2003, seven astronauts died when the
shuttle Columbia abruptly disintegrated over Texas in
the last minutes of a 16-day mission. In both cases,
Americans responded with a profound sense of grief.

Health Care and Agriculture In the field of health,
new medicines enable doctors to treat both physical
and mental illnesses. New technologies, including
computer-aided imaging, have enabled doctors to
perform “miracle” operations. Mechanical valves
and pumps for the heart as well as organ transplants
have allowed people to live longer and more produc-
tive lives.

Technological changes in the field of health have
raised new concerns, however. For example, genetic
engineering is a new scientific field that alters the
genetic information of cells to produce new variations.
Some scientists have questioned whether genetic engi-
neering might accidentally create new strains of
deadly bacteria that could not be controlled. Already,
the overuse of antibiotics has created “supergerms”
that do not respond to treatment with available antibi-
ofics. The issues of stem-cell research and human
cloning have also generated intense debate.

Inagriculture, the Green Revolution has promised
immense returns. The Green Revolution refers to the
development of new strains of rice, corn, and other
grains that have greater yields. It was promoted as
the technological solution to feeding the world’s
ever-growing population. However, immense quan-
tities of chemical fertilizers are needed to grow the
new strains, and many farmers cannot afford them.

Astronaut Buzz Aldrin on the moon
with the Apollo 11 lunar module
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Peace march

pressure to ban commercials and violent programs
from children’s television.”

L)EE?'? % }Fﬁ&/ﬂﬁ Related to the emergence of social movements is
the growth of nongovernmental organizations
B SR 2001 > 36 op B e 78 1 P Z o0 CHH, S ERET (NGOs). NGOs include professional, business, and

cooperative organizations; foundations; religious,
peace, and disarmament groups, which work to limit
or reduce armed forces and weapons; youth and

ﬁl‘l’ﬂ ﬂ% 5'% women’s organizations; environmental and _human
rights groups; and research institutes.
Dl shenes kgt A Jsdnind @A According to the American educator Elise Bould-

ing, who has been active in encouraging the exis-
tence of these groups, NGOs are an important
instrument in the cultivation of global perspectives.
Boulding states: “Since NGOs by definition are iden-
tified with interests that transcend national bound-
aries, we expect all NGOs to define problems in
global terms, to take account of human interests and
needs as they are found in all parts of the planet.”
The number of international NGOs increased from
176 in 1910 to nearly 29,000 in 1995.
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